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Mr.  Samuel  Aitken  Writes  a  Redhoi 

Reply  to  the  Strictures  of  the 

Toronto  Prolessors. 


SOME  PERTINENT  QUESTIONS  ASKED. 


Iton.    Secretary    of      the     AHaoclnted 
Uoaril  'I'ulks   About   the   Unwortliy 
OpvoHltton    Worked   Up. 

(ITrom  Toronto  World,  March  10.  181)U.) 

ii*t;teM«»raW«Jdt  jM;;!*  «I«lt'    'ear  from  Mr. 

4»'»   ret-eui'  letter     iuui,..«ny  further 

.lupt   at   conciliation    win   only    be   re- 

iriied-  at  no  mucb  .  weakness.  I  there- 
tore  H8k  you  to  be  good  enough,  In  the  In-, 
tere^tii  of  musical  education  In  thU  coun- 
try, to  piiblitih  the  foUowluK  lettei . 

1  will  then  trouble  you  no  further,  but 
win  Ipuve  the  cnge,  as  far  us  the  prtss  Is 
concerned,  before  the  public.  I  hope  U  we 
have  liny  unworthy  motives,  or  are  not 
iictuuttil  by  the  most  sincere  desire  to 
do  n  good  work,  that  Cauiidii  will  have 
none  oi  us,  but  consign  us  to  khe  oblivion 
which  such  a  course  would  merit.  And,  an 
<-ontraUe,  1  iim  sure  Canada  will  esilmatf 
at  Its  true  value  the  very  unworthy  and 
unsirui)\;lous  oppoMllioii  with  wUlcli  we 
have  met.  i 

1  1)1'-'  to  say  that  I  spojte  the  truth  in 
my  former  letter  and  1  have  not  one 
word  to  wlthiiraw.  1  shall  be  inepnreil 
to  gutmianllate  It  whenever  and  .vherevcr 
that  may  be  necessary. 
-1  thuiK  li.  will  1)1.'  well,  in  I'urtbpi-  dls- 
cussiuK  this  matter,  to  mention  at  once  a 
few  facts,  and  to  ask  a  lew  <iuiations, 
which  may  tend  to  clucldnie  the  present 
position   of  alTalrs. 

1.  It  hiis  been  freely  asserted  tlial  the 
Associated  Board  has  no  connection  with 
the  K.A.M.,  and  the  I'.. CM.  1  prcHnnic  1 
may  take  It  for  granted  that  the  letter 
which  was  signed  by  iSlr  Alexander  t'. 
Mackenzie  and  Sir  Uubert  Tarry,  the  prln- 
clpuls  of  these  Institutions,  has  Anally  dis- 
posed  of   this  ncllou. 

•2.  With  regard  to  the  "protests"  It  was 
evidently  difficult  for  the  protesters  to 
get  over  the  fact  of  the  Invlti-ttlou  which 
has  been  freely  given  by  and  on  behalf  of 
the  principals  and  directors  of  the  three 
Canadian  colleges  for  many  years  past. 
All  sorts  of  side  issues  as  to  individual 
opinions:  and  all' sorts  of  confusion  fie  to 
dates  have  "been  freely  scattered  about. 
There  dan  also  been  a  distinct  change  of 

)trotind  SB  tb  the  rqasiona  now  existing  for 

the  otit>oxl"on,  and  It    has  i  lately    been 
thonght' the  right  ♦hlng   to  say  that  the 
obJe<-tlona'  nte    lodgeoi    to    the    Associated 
Board's  scheme  "as  iutro:  'ced  by  Mr,  Alt- 
ken,  the  hononiry  secretary."      I     should 
like  to  Inquire  as  to  what  is  this  method 
of  introduction  which  seems  to  be  so  muchj 
condemned  ar.d  which  Is  about  the  only  re-i 
malnlUR    reason   given    for   opposing    these  I 
exnmlnntlon^'.  I 

Does  Mr.  F.  H.  Torrlngton  olijcct  to  my  I 
letter  of   April,    1807,    (to   which   he   never 
replied),   when,  on  behalf  of  the  Associat- 
ed   Board,    I    offered    to    send    out    an    ex- 1 
umlncr  to  examine  his  candidates,   without! 
any   consideration   as   to   a   [irollt,    and    for, 
the  mere  out-of-pocket  expenses?     Is  that 
objected  to.  and  does  that  look  like  'Breed: 
for   Kain    and   being   intlucnced   by    money- 
■  making  motives"?     The   I'roftssor   has  an-; 
other    vrrlevanjc,    namely,    ihat    I    dirt    not : 
call    upon    hira    in    Toronto    last    year.      1 1 
have  nlrci'dy  explained  to  him   that  I   was, 
only   l.n   Toronto  for  one   Sunday    and   one 
working  day.   but   1   u\UHt  again  ask  him  a 
queKllon.    which    I    have   previously   put   to  | 
him  ns  to  how  he  could  expect  any  further, 
communication  from  me  so  long  as  he  left! 
mv   lalcfit    letter   unrepUed   to.  ! 

Now.  as  to  Mr.  J.  Ilumfrey  Anger  (re-| 
presenting  himself  and  Dr.  Fisher,  tbC' 
director  of  the  Toronto  Conservatory  of, 
Music).  Of  what  methods  of  the  honorary 
secretary  do  they  complain?  I  spent  the 
greater  part  of  the  only  day  which  I  had 
at  mv  dNposal  In  Toronto  with  them.  1 
Invited  them  and  some  of  the  chief  pro- 
fessors of  the  conservatory  to  meet  Mr. 
r,ee  Williams  and  myself  for  friendly  dls- 
cn  slon   respecting  our  scheme,    and   I   of- 


fered to  Join  hands  with  them,  to  share  been  disposed  to  take  the  advluo  u(  bU 
tlic  lab')r  and  the  expense  ul  llie  e.vamliia-  irieuds  uud  witiidiaw  his  letter  uucou.ii- 
tluns,  and  to  ili\ide  lUe  ties  eiiually  l)e-  iiouuny.  iie  iiicie.s  to  leme  li  us  it  is 
twieii  them  and  uurselvew.  J  should  like  without  atleuiiiiiuy  niiy  Jll^^llJCauull  of  It. 
to  know  what  is  wrong  wlih  thai  method,  lie  remluus  me  ul  tliu  c.iaiuctur  siictcheu 
'tills  has,  nowiver,  gn  en  .\ir.  \ogt  an  ipc-  by  one  of  our  greuteut  uu.ilUts,  wuo  hud 
cusiou  for  Using  a  course  and  uumuuuerly  neither  tlie  piueii  lo  nghi,  uur  gru.:u  lu.auU- 
expre.'-siou    about    "shailng    ihe    8W..g."'        luit,  uor  lUe  sense  lo  run  awuj.     t  should 

1  well  remtniber  wlieu  i  »itlied  tuls  eon-  nave  thought  the  lour  tola  oillces  it  ex.- 
servatory  thet  iJr.  t'lsher  put  a  very  per- '  uniluer,  composer,  imi^lc  p.iolisaer  and 
tiiiLiii  (lUestlon  lo  me.  He  said:  "We  de-  eoiunierclai  iraieer  womI.I  hm  e  Ueiii  (lulte 
rive  our  revenue  from  siudeiiis'  tees  ami'  suliiclent  tur  initi  nentleiiiau,  luiteim  of  hla 
from  examination  fees.  We  paid  0  per,  constliutlug  Jilniself  u  ciitic  of  the  Asso- 
cini.    dividend   last   ye.ir,    and   we   liope   lo    eiuted  lioard. 

pay  mure  Uuriug  the  coming  year.  Jf  wei  \>  e  have  lioeu  descril  -d.  on  more  occn- 
.ire  willing  to  fclve  up  half  of  the  fees  lo ;  sions  tlian  one,  as  foieitjiierB,  and  our  ex- 
you.  what  are  we  going  lo  get  in  reiiirn-  •  ainlnatlons  a.s  a  lonlyu  .nvi.loii.  .Mr,  we 
I  ailmlllid  the  force  ol  this  (ifleslioii  from ,  liaiiii  lo  la  long  to  ine  lOiiipiie  ul  Ureut 
a  liUHincss  point  of  view,  and  even  oUercd,  lirltalu,  and  we  h.ul  In.ped  tu  .t  In  Ciuuda 
as  far  as  any  Institution  in  'Juionto  was:  iLselt  we  siicuid  not  ha\e  b^eJ  looked  uuon 
concerned,  to  couUue  our  examinatlous  to  as  rorelffner.s.  it  Is  veiy  sutl^fuLiorv  to 
the  conseryutory.  That,  lustead  of  belng|  know  that  tlie  very  use  of  tul.i' exi.revdoii 
.ipiiieciaied,  has,  1  liuu,  Oeeu  Used  lUlo-ilias  cost  the.se  geii.leiuen  ihe  ,yin.u,liY  of 
gLnher   against   Mie.  •     ,  one  Canadian   bi.lversity ;  and  k  U  f  rther 

Now.  11.  to  Montreal  and  Mr.  lllsley:lir.  most  amus.ni,-  to  tUiUK  tli.u\ooa  hi  "si 
lilKlev  doe*  not  deny  hs  Imiialiou  lo  us,  Liigllgh  and  Scotch  names  should  1  e  de- 
but  says  that  we  were  too  i.ote-he  had  In  scribed  as  forel^^uers  by  a  Keutieme  .vut 
the  meauLime  fouuued  lue  Uomlniou  spells  his  name  V-O-O-T 
College  of  Music,  and  had  come  lo  ihe  ■•-  - 
conclusloa  that  that  Institution  could  do 
the~woiic  itself.  -'J*t>uiib  1  -uoay- regret 
that  decision,  and  though  I  may  hope  ihut 
that  institution  will  t>ee  Its  way  to  re- 
verse U,  siili  I  admit  .Ihat  '  was  quke 
wiihln  ite  right,  luui  It  wus  iiulte  logical, 
and  1  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  It. 
1  am  happy  to  think  that  we  have  not 
been  subjeeied  In  Montreal  to  the  vulgar 
abuse  which  has  been  so  freely  showered 
upon  us  In  Toronto. 

;>.  The   next    and   perhaps  the  most  aeil- 


One  of  our  critics  sayc  that  examinations 
.1  d  certlhcutes  must  be  like  caeiar  s  w.le, 
above  suspldou.  1  quite  agr«,  wltu  that 
and  commend  it  most  hearii.y  to  th.,se 
t-unadlau  lusutntiona  whlyh  are  passing 
candidates  at  Co  out  of  lOO  marks,  .1  id  un- 
r..  » '.l.'^""'^"'""'*  which  I  uescribea  in  my 
last  letter.  May  I  lurther  ask  U  certin- 
cates,  etc.,  must  be  l,eyoud  suspiclim, 
should  not  crlilcism  Itself  Oe  atjove  Uie  sus- 
picion of  Interested  motuesy 

1    am    (inito   suusUed    tnat    what    Canada 


and  iiOl  one  imriicie  oi  l>root  lias  ue.ii 
suLimliled  lo  justify  it.  Il.ive  we  iowereii 
ibe  siau.i.iru  iii  C.iiiaua  up  lo  llie  present 
ni.iuieia  ny  ilin.wiiig  oar  eerlilleales  liroad- 
e.isl  lliion;;aoii;  lUe  colony.'  \.iicii,  oiu  of 
llu'  ciiiidiuali's  ue  hail  HI.-.1  year,  only  one 
\»as  lound  suiiicienio  i^oo.!  lo  i).i.>s,  aii.i 
•..li:il  p..iss  Wii.s  only  oli.aiiic.i  Oy  ilie  e..n 
di.ale  s  laiving  a  lower  );r.uie  cvainliiiiiloii 
llian  liiC  one  entered  lor,  and  when  no  mn: 
vs.is  I'll. id  iic.ny  iioou  eneogli  lo  saitsly 
our  re(iulremeius  lor  a  leaeUcr's  ceriiii- 
c.ie,  1  uiiU'.  u  uuis.  be  ailuiiLi.ea  liiai  ine 
.\s.-0(la,ea  I'.oard  uas  not  iiceu  i>roditiai 
In  '{jlvliii.;  away  us  eerilllL-aiea,  aiul  laai 
ii  cannot  lime  done  i.ny  injury  lo  Hie 
status  and  standard  of  music  In  Canada. 
in  one  of  tne  m.iny   uriie.es   wuicU  Ua\e 


lu    one    Ol    loe    lu.uiy    uitie.es    wu.eu    uu  \  e- 1  ■  .       . 
been   eoided   troni   'il:e   London   Truth,    lhe!l""y'"B 


1  should  like,  lu  coneluslou,  to  asu  a  few 
'lucstious: 

1.  Is  11  or  Is  !1  not  true  that  In  llie  lirst 
week  of  l''el)iuary  last,  ai  tne  T..roiiio  Co.i- 
.-enai-)ry,  tne  iiliuiolorii'  c.vainiiass  Were 
l-r.  lisiicr,  .Mr.  \  osl  and  .Mr.  liarris.iu.'  Is 
11  true  mat  these  gentleiiieii  weiil  ihrough 
Llie  Boleiiin  farce  of  exaiiiinlng  tluli  own 
I'l.plls  and  of  awardiu;,'  Liieiii  certlDcaies 
and  dipUnaasV 

-;.  NMnilil  it  he  true  to  sav  tnat  at  ,:- 
■luue  examination  of  last  year  Mr.  \V.  il. 
.MU.rwood  of  i>oston,  who  wus  eng.i^ed,  was 
liersmiaily  engaged,  pai.i  and  controlled  by 
I'r.  li'lsher,  uiid  does  It  invarlalily  h.ippen 
Lliat  Ur.  li'lsher's  pupil  secures  tiie  pnncl- 
l)ul  Conservatory  gold  medal  for  pianoforte 


writer  reiers  (see  Toronto  Saturday  Night, 
-1  — 1— P'.()  10  "the  Valuable  wori;  luey, 
the  Associated  ISourd,  are  Uolug  lu  Great 
liritaiu,"  tiui  with  an  Ineouslsieucy  which 
is  qulie  Inexplicable  he  says  that  work 
will  be  linperliled  by  our  advent  lo  Can- 
ada. This  Is,  of  course,  ridiculous.  It  Is 
impossiuie  taut  an  e-'vuinlulng  bouy,  using 
the    saiue    syllabus,    and     employing      the 


4.  Would  It  be  true  to  say  that  SIgnor 
Agramonte,  who  was  vocal  exainlaer  ,a»t 
June,  made  a  protest  as  to  the  Inefdc.cncy 
of  the  work  of  the  candidates,  iiropos.d  a 
more  searching  examination,  but  wus  ovci- 
ruled  by  Dr.  l-lsher  and  the  caudldateb  al- 
lowed to  nnss? 

4.  Is  It  true  that  Mr.  J.  Ilumfrey  Anger, 
who  teaches  theory  at  the  Conserratory,  al- 
ways sets  the  examination  papers  ana  cx- 


same  examiners  and  maintaining  the  same  ,,,"f,*  °V°  '""^  examination  papers  ana  cx- 
staudard.  can  do  good  work  in  one  conn-  f '"'"^l„i°«  .^'^i'"  o*^  ^I's  own  pupils,  and  is 
try  and  bad  work  lu  another.     No  out  can     „t™Vt    ,i  ,      °"^,°'  i"»  PupHs  always 


try 

say  tti/it  we  have  done  anything  but  the 
very  best  of  work  in  liie  United  Kingdom, 
and  therefore  that  ought  to  be  sufflclent 
guarantee  that  our  work  In  Canada  or  any 
other  colony  will  be  beyond  rcpr*ach.  In- 
deed, sir,  these  scribblers  cannot  believe 
what  tlii-'y  say  tiuiiiseives,  aim  they  do 
not  expect  anyone  else  to  believe  It;  but 
Ihey  think  they  wlil  throw  a  lump  of  mud 
In  till'  hope  that  some  of  It  may  stick 
somewhere.  The  consistency  of  Truth 
may  well  be  gathered  from  a  conversation 
which  I  had  list  year  with  its  musieai 
critic.  I  complained  to  him  that  they  were 
not  careful  enouh'b  In  the  charges  aud  as- 
sertions whidi  tlioy  published,  ills  reply 
was,  "Oh,  Truth  exiiects  us  to  get  up  O:: 
grumbles  every  year,"  1  said:  "Wiial, 
wlii'Uier  correct  or  not?"  and  ho  replied: 
"Oh,  If  tb' y  are  not  eorreet,  tiiey  gener- 
ally put  themselves  right."  Tuls  '.vould 
seem  to  me  lo  be  a  very  low  standard  of 
jonrnallsin. 

It      Is      unnecessary      for      mo      to     no- 
tice      the         letters       which       a       person 
uained      1    .      Vincent       has       been       kind 
enough  to   send  to   llic  press  of  this  coun- 
try ami  of  Kngland  respecting  our  teachers' 
exafidnatlnn.     It  Ih  Hiif:!c!ent  lo  I'Olut  to  tbc 
letter  wlilch  his  dilef,  Dr.  Tiirpin,  lias  writ- 
Icn  lo   me  and  which   I   have  already  p  ib- 
llslied.     I  have  in  my  possession  other  let- 
ters    from      Dr.     Tiirpin,     coudemnlm;     In  I  < 
much   stronger  language   this   uncalled    fiMb' 
Interference.      I    should    not    mention    vhls  j 
fiirther,    excent    that    Dr.    Vincent's    latest  , 
enntrlliullnns,    lu    which    lie    claliiis,     niid    Ing  rendlni.-. 
rather  glories  lu  tlie  claim,   that  h!>  alone           Samuel  AIMd'n.  Hon.  Sec,  Assoc.  Board. 
did    ir,    seem    to    require   an    answer.      One        Toronto,   Mruch  !l. 
would    have   thocght    that   ho   would   have  |  ______ 


takes  the  highest  prise  In  harmony 

^•J\^}  **'"**^  ^''"t  "■■•  ^-  l'^-  Falrclouijh'B 
verdict  in  his  examinations  at  the  Toronto 
tjpllege  is  revised  and  overruled  by  the 
director,  Mr.  Torrlngton?  And  would  It 
be  correct  to  say  that  these  exnm.n:itlous 
are  under  the  control  of  the  person  lu  .st 
directly  Interested? 

(J.  Should  these  questions  be  all  ansv  -r 
cd  In  the  afhrinatlve.  Is  It  nut  easy  to  see 
Unit  these  Judges  are  as  likely  lo  be  as 
linpartlnl  In  respect  of  their  own  puiills 
us  a  mother  Is  of  her  own  chdd? 

And,  further,  lioes  not  ilus  Jus'lfv  ihc 
qiiotiitlon   which   I   gave  In  mv   last  letter: 

llio  fact  of  Hie  matter  Is  there  Is  no  ex- 
aininntion  In  Canada  at  present  (except 
that  of  tiie  Associated  Board),  which  Is  en- 
tirely uuiirejuiliccd  aud  beyond  the  possl- 
lilllty  of  smpiclon"?  And  who  are  "Ihe 
foreigners"'.'  Messrs.  Fisher,  Slierw  od 
and  Agramonte  from  the  States?  or  say,  Sir 
Alex  Mackenzie,  Sir  Hubert  Parry  aud  .Sir 
Arthur  .Sullivan? 

I  think,  sir,  there  Is  ample  work  for  the 
Associated  Hoard  to  do  in  Canada,  and  I 
hope  Conadlana  will  see  that  It  Is  Imp  ra- 
five  In  the  interests  of  musical  art  that 
soinp  oi!t«lde  responsP.ile,  untirrj ■■.<i!rr.;l  niid 
reilablp  liody  should  be  called  In  to  te'<t 
their  musical   work. 

I  propose  to  publish,  In  a  short  p:imp'ilrt 
extracts  from  the  letters  and  more  recent 
^nylnBs  of  flic  amiable  professors,  wh  >  are 
now  oiiposlng  us  and  who  formerly  wanted 
lis.     Thev  will   form  Instructive  and  iimiis- 
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